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4 F: one perspective, the opening of the Richard J. Renaud Science 
‘omplex has had an immediate impact on Concordia University's 
science students and professors, who are now enjoying the benefits 
of modern teaching and research laboratories outfitted with state-of-the- 
art equipment. 

But the opening of the science complex on our Loyola Campus also 
symbolizes something more — the on-going reshaping of the new 
Concordia, Canada’s university for the 21st century. 

Our phenomenal growth is transforming us into one of the larger and 
better universities in Canada. Is there any other Canadian university that 
more accurately reflects the diversity of this country’s multicultural popu- 
lation? And is there another Canadian university that remains as commit- 
ted as Concordia to both academic excellence and accessibility? 

Asa result of our efforts, many of our academic departments and 
research centres have already attained international stature, Our professors 
are receiving recognition for research and teaching excellence, And per- 
haps most important of all, our students continue to make us proud, 
establishing themselves in positions and careers in which they are making 
a difference for society. 

While we continue to welcome students from across Canada and to 
attract international students in increasing numbers, Concordia remains 
first and foremost a Montreal institution, moulding Montreal's youth into 
our future leaders. Visit any of Montreal's economic engines — the banks, 
the pharmaceutical firms, the aerospace companies, the newspapers and 
television stations — and you will see Concordia graduates prominent 
among the movers and shakers, 

So let us be proud of the new Richard J, Renaud Science Complex and 
of the other exciting construction projects that are either ongoing or that 
are planned for the next few months and years. But let us not forget what 
we are really building — the next generation of outstanding Concordia 
, alumni who are determined to make a real difference wherever they may 
end up, in Quebec, elsewhere in Canada or around the world, 


cc ee 


Martin Singer, Dean 
Faculty of Arts & Science 


‘Cover photo by Andrew Dobrowolskyi: Richard J. Renaud (lef), and Quebec Premier Jean 
‘Charest during the inauguration of Concordia University's new Richard J. Renaud Science 
Complex. See story, page 4 








Inset photo by Ryan Blau: Award-winning students from the Simone de Beauvoir Instirute 
Brigite-Anne Pelletier (lef), Nancy Edgar and Karine Deschamps toast their achievements 
‘with Lillian Robinson, Principle of the Insitute, atthe annual Arts and Science Awards 





Evening. See story, page 11 


(toh castory 


testament to giving 


Loyola graduate puts his money where his heart i 















































hen Richard J, Renaud graduated from Loyola High School 40 

\ ,\ ] years ago, his yearbook inscription described him as somebody 

who accomplished great things without grabbing the spotlight. 
It’s a trait that Renaud has carried with him into his adult life; although 
he has devoted as much time and money to his favourit 
of Montreal's other top benefactors, he has always preferred that his chari- 
table work take place in a low-key fashion, away from the public eye and 
off the newspaper's high-society pages. 

That obscurity is about to come to an end, though, now that Concordia 
University has named its new Loyola science complex in his honour as a a Chemistry teaching lab. 
testament to his generosity. 

‘The Richard J. Renaud Science Complex, built in part with a sizable 
donation from the Renaud family, was officially inaugurated on 
September 22 at a ceremony attended by several hundred university offi- 
cials and public dignitaries, including Quebee Premier Jean Charest (see 
story, photos, page 4), 

“The building is a statement to Concordia University’s excellence in the 








causes as many 














sciences,” says Renaud, a graduate of Loyola College (BComm, 1969) and ¢ (4 
a merchant banker who went on to amass his fortune turning around trou- 
bled companies. We already have some 


“We want to have the best science school in the country outside of those 
with medical schools, and I think that is going to happen. We already 
have some of the top scientists in the country, and this new building will 
give us the ability to attract another generation of top researchers.” 

The science complex, built at a cost of $85 million, houses the universi- 
ty's natural science departments, including the Departments of Biology, : 
Chemistry and Biochemistry, Exercise Science, Physics and a major com- another generation of 
ponent of Psychology, as well as Science College, the Centre for Structural top researchers. 
and Functional Genomics, the Centre for Studies in Behavioural 4 4 
Neurobiology and several smaller research centres and support facilites, 

It also completes the west side of the campus's quadrangle, which was 
part of the original Loyola master plan that dates back to the opening of 
the campus's first buildings in 1916. 

‘A member of Concordia's Board of Governors since 1990 and a past 
president of the Loyola Alumni Association, Renaud says he was hesitant 
at first about accepting the university's offer to name its new science com- 
plex in his honour, given his preference for anonymity. He relented after 
deciding that publicizing his philanthropy might spur other well-heeled 
graduates to follow his lead 

“With governments now spending about 45 per cent of their budgets on 
health care 


of the top scientists in 
the country, and this 

new building will give 

us the ability to attract 








nd 25 per cent on education, they are probably at the limit of 
(see Renau 
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cience Complex opens amid fanfare 





alling it a great day to be a Concordian, Frederick Lowy, the 
( university's Rector and Vice-Chancellor, officially inaugurat 
‘ed the Richard J. Renaud Science Complex on Monday, 
September 22, at a ceremony attended by hundreds of people 
cluding Quebec Premier Jean Charest and several other dignitaries 
from the federal, provin 

Charest, who taught a pair of Political Science courses at 
Concordia in the mid-1990s, arrived a few minutes before the start 
of the ceremony to tour the new science complex. He visited the 
main atrium, a large theatre-style class, Exercise Science facilities 
and a Chemistry teaching laboratory, where he stopped to speak 
with several undergraduate students, 

‘The highlight of the event was the announcement that the new 
building would carry the name of Richard J. Renaud, in honour of 
the Concordia graduate’s history of generosity to the university. A 
large plaque bearing the name of the building was unveiled to loud 
applause. Afterwards, Renaud was joined by top university officials 
at a tree-planting ceremony to mark the occasion 

Built at a cost of $85 million, the Richard J, Renaud Science 
Complex houses Concordia's natural science departments, including 
the Departments of Biology, Chemistry and Biochemistry, Exercise 
mnce, Physics and a major component of Psychology, as well as 
Science College and several research centres 

It marks the first time in Concordia’s history that all of the univer: 
sity’s natural 
which is expected to foster greater collaboration amongst 
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a's Garnet Key Society reveal the name of the Richard J. Renaud Science Complex with the unveiling of a large plaque 
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Jack to school with a twist lipping out for the neighbours 















































always something special about the first day of class, but this 
[ 's return to school on Tuesday, September 2 had an extra-special feel 
to it, thanks to the opening of the Richard J, Renaud Science Complex on 
Concordia University's Loyola Campus, 

‘To celebrate the occasion, Martin Singer, Dean of the Faculty of Arts and 
Science, hosted a barbecue for the faculty's students, staff and professors. More 
than 500 people dropped by to sample the meat and vegetarian treats. 
tertainment Was provided by a roving band of magicians, including the musta 
chioed Dr. N. Stein, The Adrian Vedady Jazz Band provided the background 
music. 

CFCF News, Montreal's most-watched newscast, hosted part of their noon: 
hour broadcast live from the Loyola Campus. The hour-long show featured sev 
ral stories about the opening of the new science complex, and a live interview 
with Dean Singer. 





yy time you build a 350,000-square foot building, you're 
Av to kick up some dirt and cause a bit of noise, So 

‘with the construction of the Richard J. Renaud Science 
Complex complete, Concordia University and its Faculty of Arts 


and Science decided to thank their Loyola neighbours for their 
patience and understanding by hosting a pancake breakfast on 














Saturday, September 6 ls 





More than 400 visitors to the campus were treated to a full-course 
breakfast of pancakes, fruits and egg burritos, and were invited to 
take 
grounds. The roving magicians and jazz quintet, a hit at the barbe- 
cue four days earlier, were back, too. They were joined by an array 
of face painters and caricaturists, who kept the children amused. 
Topping off the event was an appearance by Buzz, the Concordia 
Stinger mascot. He and many of the guests then crossed over to the 
south side of Sherbrooke Street to watch the Stingers football team 
open their season with a resounding win over the Bishop's Gaiters. 


guided tours of the scie 





complex and its surrounding 
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eception for international students 


oncordia University’s international students and members of Montreal's consular 
corps had a chance to meet, mingle and tour the Richard J. Renaud Science Complex 


‘during a wine-and-cheese reception to mark the students’ arrival in Montreal 











The annual event, usually held on the downtown Sir George Williams Campus, was moved 
to Loyola this year as part of the festivities marking the opening of the new science complex. 
Balbir Sahni (seen in the photo, far 
right), Director of Concordia’s Centre for 
International Academic Cooperation, told} 
the gathering that a record 3,200 interna: 
tional students are enrolled at the univer 
sity this year — a 64 per cent increase 
from two years ago. 
This year’s group of international stu 
dents represents 128 countries, China, 





with 683 students, has surpassed 
as Concordia’s largest source of interna. 
tional students, France is second, fol 
lowed by the United States and India. 


ance 





to revisit the Loyola Campus and tour the new Richard J. Renaud Science Complex. 
‘One of the highlights was a breakfast held at Loyola on Saturday, October 6 for univer- 
sity graduates, Among the visitors to the campus that day were Rod and Monique Rousseau, 
pictured in the photo below testing their strength in Concordia’s new Exercise Science facilities 
It was a particularly festive weekend for graduates of the Department of Exercise Science, 
who used the occasion to celebrate their program’s 30th anniversary. More than 80 graduates 
celebrated at a wine-and-cheese reception in the 
new science complex on the Friday evening and at 
a banquet at a local hotel the following night 
Among those former students who came bi 
visit were Dr. Ann-Merie O'Halloran, (extreme 
right photo, on the left), who is now Manager of 
the Clorazil Support and Assistance Network at 
Novartis Pharmaceuticals, and Dr, James Mansi, 


Crs alumni from the near and distant past took advantage of Homecoming 2003 


(far right), Associate Director of Scientific Affairs 
for Merck Frosst. They were joined by Dr, Robert 
Kilgour, Chair of the Department of Exercise 
Science, for a spin on the department's new 
exercise bikes. 

















peek into the new Science Complex 


rom world-renowned psychok 
greater understanding of the human brain to 


undergraduate Biology students learning about 










ty since it opened its doors this 
fall 

The building features 400 
teaching and research laborato: 
ries, each one outfitted with 
state-of the-art equipment. It is 
home to dozens of researchers 
hard at work trying to unravel 
the mysteries of sci 
imparting their knowledge to a 
new generation of students. 

Witness these photos, taken 
on a typical Monday afternoon 
in September in the labs and 
classrooms. 


nce while 





photos Ryan Blau 








the digestive systems of insects, the Richard J, Renaud 
Science Complex has become a hub of sc 




























jive-year-old Owen 
Fie ned bls sity 
Sophie, 7, got a first 


hand lesson in thixotropy, a 

physical transformation that 

takes place when cornstarch 

is mixed with water, during 

Concordia University's 

Exposcience fair, It was one 

of dozens of fascinating sci 

ence exhibits on display at 

this year’s fair, which took 

place November | and 2 at 

Stewart Hall in the Montreal 

borough of Pointe-Claire. More than 2,000 people attended this year's exhibition 
Exposcience was launched 20 years ago by Concordia Chemistry Professor Robert 
Pallen asa way of introducing science to young children. Although Pallen passed away 
last month, the fair continues, thanks to the dedication of dozens of Concordia science 
professors and students. 











New Master’s program in 


IpcaeelewBliaeluice 


tudents wanting to pursue graduate studies in French literature have a new option, 
Jaunching a new Master's pr 
et résonances médiatiques. 

Unlike standard French literature programs, which tend to focus exclusively on literary 
works, this 45-credit program will enable students to explore the development of French 
literature within the context of its changing relationship to society and the media, says 
Ollivier Dyens, an Associate Professor in Concordia’s French Studies department. 

The curriculum includes standard graduate-level seminars focusing on literary theory 
and research methods, but also features courses on literature in a technological environ. 
ment and the relationship between literature and power. 

“With all of the changes that we are witnessing in the media and society, we can no 
longer think of literature as just reading and writing," Dyens says 

Students will have the option of producing part of their thesis in another medium, 
including video, CD-Rom or a web site. 

‘The first classes will begin next September. The department says that it can accommo: 
date up to 15 students that first year. 

‘To date, the only graduate program in the Département d'Etudes frangais is a Master's 
in Translation Studies. 





am next fall ~ maitrise en littératures francophones 























Ellen Jacobs and Nina Howe 
(Education) have been awarded a 
$591,000 grant from Human 
Resources Development Canada to 
study the effectiveness of constructivist 
teaching in an early-childhood setting, 
Proponents of the constructivist school 
of thought suggest that young children 
develop better learning skills when 
they are encouraged to think through 
new concepts. This differs from tradi 
tional teaching methods, which focus 
more on delivering knowledge. Jacobs, 
a Professor of Early Childhood and 
Elementary Education and principal 
investigator of the project, and Howe, 
a Professor of Education, will first 
study the various educator-training reg- 
ulations that exist in Canada. In the 
second portion of the study, they plan 
to travel to day care centres in Quebec. 
Manitoba and Nova Scotia to observe 
how teachers trained under different 
regulations operate in a classroom set- 
ting. 


Shuanming Li, a doctoral student in 
Actuarial Mathematics, has been 
awarded a partial PhD scholarship 
from the Casualty Actuarial Society 
and the Society of Actuaries, valued at 
$5,000 US. This marks the third 
straight year that a Concordia student 
has been among the recipients of these 
prestigious scholarships. Competition 
for the awards is fierce, since hundreds 
of students from around the world 
apply for five or six scholarships each 
year. Last year’s Concordia winner, 
Manuel Morales, has won a second 
award, a $5,000 prize from SCOR, a 
large French reinsurance firm, for pro- 
ducing what the company deemed the 
second-best actuarial paper in Canada 
during the 2002-03 academic year. 
Morales successfully defended his PD 
thesis last April and is now a post-doc 
toral fellow in Concordia’s 
Department of Math 
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‘Congratulations to Professor Yogendra 
Chaubey (Mathematics and Statistics), 
who was recently awarded the 2003 
Chapter Service Recognition Award 
from the American Statistical 
Association (ASA). Chaubey, a profes. 
sor at Concordia since 1979, was cited 
for spearheading the revitalization of 
the ASA’s Montreal chapter 











Cristina Juristo (Translation) has 
received the Mary Coppin Award from 
TOTTIAQ, the organization represent 
ing Quebec's professional translators. 
The award is presented annually to the 
top graduating translation student in 
‘Quebec. In addition to her academic 
studies, Juristo was a member of the 
program's co-op stream. 


Professor Maurice Charland 
(Communication Studies) and co- 
author Michael Dorland of Carleton 
University have won the G.J. Robinson 
Prize, awarded annually by the 
Canadian Communication Association 
for best new Canadian book in the 
field of Communication Studies for 
their work, entitled Law, Rhetoric and 
Irony in the Formation of Canadian 
Civil Culture. 


Professor Ira Robinson (Religion) has 
been appointed to the Academi 
Advisory Council of “Celebrate 
the official commemoration marking 
the founding of the American Jewish 
community in 1654. 








Professor Emeritus Mair Verthuy 
(Etudes frangaises) was included in 
Gazette columnist Henry Aubin 
recent list of “30 Montrealers who 
made a difference.” Verthuy was cited 
for her work in the founding of 
Concordia’s Simone de Beauvoir 
Institute, the university’s women’s stud. 
ies centre, which is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary this year. 





op students honoured 
at Awards Evening 


‘ore than 230 
undergraduate stu: 
dents were hon: 


oured at the fourth annual 
Arts and Science Awards 
Evening, held at the Oscar 
Peterson Concert Hall in 
September, The centerpiece of 
the event was the awarding of 
$250 prizes to 185 Arts and 
Science Scholars — students 
who had achieved the highest 
grade point averages in the 
Faculty last year. Among 
them was Religion student Fiacre O'Duinn, seen here with Martin Singer (left), Dean of 
the Faculty of Arts and Science, and Norma Joseph (right), Chair of the Department of 
Religion. Five departments and the Simone de Beauvoir Institute also used the occasion 
to hand out departmental awards to some of their top students. Finally, the Faculty 
awarded scholarships of $5,000 each to 34 international students, This year's group (pic 
tured below) represented a diverse range of countries, including Bangladesh, China, 
Colombia, Egypt, Kenya and Slovakia 
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pro! : 
Rebuilding of the professorial ranks continues Concordia’s newest sociologist examines Jewish 









3 Ki A community's embracing of Tay-Sachs screening 
oncordia University’s Faculty of Arts and Science continued with its orca community's embracing of Tay-Sachs screening 
Walcir Cardoso 
bold plan to rebuild its pro iaioaee 
fessorial ranks, hiring another| veep 





29 tenure-track professors for the . Regina Crameri ‘ost ethnic communities strive hard to fit into their surrounding 
2003-04 academic year Fern Delamere ‘ocieties, so itis not too often that a cultural community will 










This year's crop of recruits brings Effrosyni Diamantoudi if attention to itself by seeking help in combating a medical : 
to 155 the number of professors hired! Mark Ellenbogen disease linked to its members, Fi 
by the Faoully of Arts und Science Deborah Folaron But that is exactly what North America’s Jewish community has done : 
since it launched its rebuilding initia: Pablo Gilabert for the past three decades, pushing for genetic screening tests to help iden: H 
siiwietx years sg0, Tobias Gittes tify carriers of Tay-Sachs ~ a genetic mutation found primarily in Jews of t 

Among this year's new hires are ‘Andrew Ivaska Eastern European, or Ashkenazi, descent i 
Education Professors Walcir Cardoso James Kelly Children conceived by couples who are both carriers of the gene have a - sas ian 









per cent chance of inheriting Tay-Sachs Disease, a debilitating condi- 
tion which attacks the central nervous system and usually kills its victims 
within three to five years of birth. In the 1970s, in an effort to eradicate 





(left) and Pavel Trofimovich, pictured Arang Kesharvarzian 
at the Faculty’s annual Orientation Day barbecue Joanna Komorowski 















































Several of these new faculty members are Concordia University graduates Kimberley Manning 
who have returned home after pursuing graduate studies elsewhere in Canada Jean Mayer te dlseaas, See/idh Come ies Nati Asner pin place extensive 
and in the United States. Others have come from the farthest corners of the Peter Morden ete nis tn Sesee young Bchilts fie ie pene hence iy started Aemnilies, 
world, attracted by Concordia's commitment to academic excellence and Hariclia Petrakns The Jewish community's embracing of genetic testing is so striking that (a 
Montreat's multicultural fair Par a ithas aac the ateton of soit ncing Conca oe 
‘ niversty’s own Shelley Reuter, who is determined to igure out what it ¢ 
Take the case of Regina ie isda e of taal a Baas Rosemary Reilly i sear Adair ntact eee 
mote prestigious position at the University of Sydney in order to join 3 that co of the community t0 so zs ioe 
Cansogdiy Deper tase oF Eesicbe Siicere Sia mmved wa Meetrel in Lalas program that, in effect, helped classify Tay-Sachs as a “Jewish” disease ‘things that hate Sat 
‘ in i thei te “Given the kinds of things ave been done to Jews, in jing 
August with her husband, a civil engineer, and ther infant daughter. Fee ear ie the kids of things that ave een done wo Jews. ining done to Jews, i it’s sur: 
iryds bi Ischia Gc lace ta see Gown, doontorhove win A aad oil Row long history of medical anti-Semitism, it's interesting that the Jewish com- 
i Bets os rs Peas eee aoe Mark Russell munity would embrace genetic screening for a disease that marks Jews as 
s > Leslie Shade & s Reuter, who joined Concordia’s Department of Sociology 
‘The Faculty of Arts and Science recently advertised another 42 positions Justin Smith a ree Bah bias ‘ho joined ie 0 se Dee tment of Sociology 
and hopes to hire another 50 to 60 professors cent to Yeaue. and Anthropology this year as an Assistant Professor, 
a | tr heetertea kr coherence ee fe 
; a Payel Trofimovich community work closely with the medical establishment to develop and marks Jew Sasa a as 
Chris Wilds advertise Tay-Sachs screening programs, but that in many cities the initia 4 ‘race, 













By 
tive to launch these programs came from the community itself. - 
In Montreal, it was women of the Jewish Junior Welfare League who f 


ild Flees Wifoselucele first approached geneticists at the Montreal Children's Hospital about | 


developing a screening test to identify carriers of the Tay-Sachs gene. The 
ven nine years ago, when he graduated from Concordia University with a Poogran me cyes nally ta rota nto oot ne 
degree in Chemistry, Chris Wilds thought that he might one day like to pursue 
‘a career in academia, But the idea of practicing his profession in Canada, let 


Reuter, previously a faculty member at Memorial University of 
Newfoundland, says that her research has become much easier to carry 
alone in his hometown of Montreal, seemed improbable, given the budgetary slashing {fa 
taking place then at most of the country’s univers 


ut since she moved to Montreal, home to Canada’s second-largest Jewish 

community. 
Fast-forward a decade and Wilds — fresh from completing postdoctoral fellowships 

at three prestigious American colleges — suddenly found himself flush with interviews 















Much of her initial research will involve face-to-face interviews with 
members of the Jewish community who pushed for the Tay-S 
ing program in Montreal, She wants to know what motivated them to 
take such active roles in the cause and whether or not they feared a dis. 
criminatory bacl 
(ee Wild about Montreal page 16) She is also speaking with the doctors and geneticists who were involved 





ichs screen: 








and job offers from a dozen Canadian universities 
Given the chance to come home, his decision was simple. 





lash. 























(see Sociologist, page 16) 




































N founders: Wise, Stewart and Shizgal 


Stewart has gone from 
being the lone 
neuroscientist to one 
of several active 
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wenty and counting 


Neurobiology research centre celebrates 
two decades of accomplishments 


hen she first arrived at Sir George Williams University, Jane 
Stewart had a difficult time gaining respect for her area of 
research. It was 1963, and so little was known about the field 


of behavioural neuroscience that Stewart had a hard time persuading the 
university that she actually needed a laboratory, complete with a sink, to 
carry out her research. 

‘You might say that things have improved dramatically in the 40 years 
since. 

‘The field of behavioural neurobiology is now among the fastest growing 
science disciplines in North America, thanks in large part to the public's 
growing fascination with the brain and its effect on human behaviour. At 
Concordia, Stewart has 
of recognition to one of several active researchers in a discipline that is 
among the most respected and well-funded on campus. 

Although Stewart's pioneering work, particularly in the area of drug 
dependence, extends back to her early days at the university, she and her 
colleagues in the Department of Psychology received a big boost 20 years 
ago this fall, with the founding of Concordia's Centre for Studies in 
Behavioural Neurobiology (CSBN). 

The opening of the centre guaranteed Concordia's neuroscientists a con: 
sistent level of administrative funding and made it easier for them to 
attract external research grants and to recruit additional colleagues, 
Stewart says, 

To mark the anniversary, neuroscientists from across Canada descended 
upon the CSBN’s new home in the Richard J. Renaud Science Complex 
this past October to attend a two-day symposium and to pay spe 
age to the four original members — Concordia Professors Stewart, Peter 
Shizgal and Zalman Amit and former professor Roy Wise, who is now a 
deputy director at the National Institute on Drug Abuse in Bethesda, Md. 

The centre now includes eight faculty members from Concordia and 
one each from McGill University and ' Université de Montréal. The mem. 
bers attract more than $2 million a year in external research grants, and 
have garnered international acclaim for their groundbreaking work. 

Though the ce 
jour through a greater understanding of the brain — has changed little 
from its early days, researchers have used their knowledge to explore a 
wide variety of human functions, from gambling addiction and reproduc 
tive behaviour to drug dependence and memory loss 

For Stewart, the CSBN's current successes more than make up for the 
early struggles 

“It was a tremendous opportunity to be on the ground floor of the 
research and to see the field develop,” she says of her first years at 
Concordia. @ 





mne from being the lone neuroscientist in search 
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’s research focus ~ gaining insight into human behav- 
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real sport 
Freak accident forces Exercise Science 
student to star off the field 





highlights of her young life. Facing stiff competition from much beef 
cr rivals, she managed to claim a coveted spot on Concordia 
University’s varsity women’s rugby team. 

It was followed two weeks later by one of the most crushing blows she 
rally and figuratively. Just two games into her 
nd suf 
fered a serious concussion. Doctors ordered her off the field for the rest of 


I ‘was just over a year ago that Ruth St-Cyr experienced one of the 





has yet to experience 





inaugural season, she collided with a teammate during practice 


the year. 

“It was very disappointing, being on the sidelines and having to watch 
everybody else play,” she says. 

Though she is now fully recovered from the accident, the close call with 
serious injury has persuaded St-Cyr, a second-year student in Concordia 
Department of Exercise Science, to reshuffle her priorities and devote her 
undivided attention to her studies. 

It's not that St-Cyr had ever been a slouch with the books. Before 
emnalfiog ev university, sic soured top gindes whiks coeupleting Vanier 
College's grueling three-year program in Building Systems Engineering 
Technology. Upon her arrival at Concordia, she received a MAR-KIN 
Foundation Entrance Bursary, which continues to cover her annual tuition 
and fees, as well as the cost of her textbooks. 

‘She was also a recipient of the 2002 Stacey Levitt Women and Sport 
Scholarship, given out by the Canadian Association for the Advancement 
of Women and Sport and Physical Activity to young Canadian women 
who best combine athletic prowess with academic achievement and com 
munity involvement. 

St-Cyr, 22, was one of five Canadians — and the only one from Quebec 
— chosen from among 300 applicants. 

Yet this year marks the first time since she was nine years old that St 
Cyr has taken a break from her athletic pursuits, There is no track and 
field team to try out for, no rugby match to look forward to and no need 








to hone her skating skills, which served her so well during a short but suc 
cessful amateur ice hockey career, 

Of course, St-Cyr won't have 
sport; as an Exerci 
sport and physical fitness, atleast from a scholastic point of view. 

“It was a natural for me,” she says of her choice of program. "Sport has 
been such a big part of my life for so long that for sure I want to have a 
career in sport or health and fitness 

“But at this point in my life, sport is not about being the top athlete. It’s 
about maintaining a healthy lifestyle and helping others feel good about 
themselves and their bodies." @) 





oo far to stretch to satisfy her passion for 





science student, she is immersed in all aspects of 





<3 
At this point in my life, 
sport is not about being 
the top athlete. It’s 
about maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle and 
helping others feel good 
about themselves and 
their bodies. 
” 
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Renaud 
(continued from page 3) 





+ Sociologist 
(continued from page 13) 


$ in the project’s development, in order to gain insight into the 
unusual collaboration that existed between the city’s Jewish 
community and the medical establishment. 
Eventually, Reuter says that she would like to conduct a 
study comparing the Jewish community's support for Ta 
Sachs screening with the African-Canadian community's 
reluctance to support screening programs for sickle-cell 


their ability to fund universities,” he says. “Who will be the 
future funders of post-secondary education? I believe that it 
will have to be the graduates.” 

‘Though Renaud may only now be getting the recognition 
that he deserves for his charitable deeds, he is certainly no 
stranger to Concordia and its fundraising initiatives. He was 
instrumental in the university’s highly-successful capital 
fundraising campaign and is involved every year in ‘e anemia, a genetic blood disorder that is most prevalent 
Concordia's Annual Giving campaigns, both as a canvasser_¢ among those of African descent, 
and a donor, © But she makes it clear that her goal is not to judge the reac- 











Renaud and his wife, Carolyn, have contributed to many 
university projects over the years, but they say they are most 
proud of a $5 million gift they made a few years ago to estab- 
lish 100 bursaries and 12 teaching assistantships for 

Concordia students, As a result of that gift, $250,000 a year 
is distributed to students in financial need — students who in 
many cases would have been unable to pursue their studies 
‘were it not for the monetary boost. 

Renaud says that he was prompted to act following the 
release of a study which indicated that 56 per cent of Quebec 
students who drop out of university do so because they can 
no longer afford to stay in school, The bursaries range from 
$1,000 to $2,500 

“You wouldn't think that $1,000 could change a person’s 
life, but it really can,” Renaud says. @®) 











Wild about Montreal (continued from page 12) } 


“Tye lived in a few places and I can tell you that you can't 
match the quality of life that you find here in Montreal,” says 
Wilds, who this semester rejoined Concordia's Department of ¢ 
Chemistry and Biochemistry — this time around as a faculty 
member 

“It's nice to come back to the place where you did your 
undergraduate work,” he says. “Some of my best student 
memories are from the time that I spent at Concordia.” 

OF course, Wilds returns to a department that is vastly dif- 
ferent from the one that he left in 1994. 

“A lot of the older professors are gone and we're in new 
facilities (in the Richard J. Renaud Science Complex),” he 
says. “In many ways, it's like being in a brand-new depart- 
ment." ® 
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tions of various communities or to encourage individuals to 
$ get screened for diseases. 

“As a sociologist, I'm interested in understanding why 
things have unfolded the way that they have,” she says. @) 
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